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HOu/ TO SOLVE YOUR OWN MURDER

notice him. She doesn't notice much of anything after the

grim prediction she's just been handed.

Emily takes Frances'left ar,m, and Rose joins her right,

and the three girls walk like a chain of daisies, weaving in

between stalls selling antiques and trinkets. They turn their

noses up at the butcher selling sausages, but stop to look at

silver necklaces warmed by the sun's intensity. It'sjust a trick

to get Frances' mind on something else, but Emily buys a

delicate chain with a bird on the end. It's a good omen, she

says, because her last name is Sparrow.

It's Rose who tackles the issue head-on.

'Frances, you look like death has already found you,' she

says. Rose elbows Frances to try to jolt some liG back into

her, but Frances' stern expression simply deepens. 'It's all

rubbish arLywey, you know? No one can see the future.'

Emily ties her long blonde hair up with a ribbon, and

then fastens the bird necklace around her neck. It f.ashes in

the sun - a tiny echo of the knife blades gleaming on the

hunting stall behind them. Emily sees Frances eyeing the

necklace in horror.
''W'hat?' Emily asks. Her voice is innocent but her expres-

sion isn't.

h bird,' Frances says, her eyes narrowing. 'The fortune-

teller said, "The bird will betray you."'
'Then I ve got the perGct remedy,'Emily says. She dashes

off into the crowd, and returns several minutes later. Two

more silver bird necklaces glint in her palm. 'For you and

Rose,' she smirks. 'That way you'll never know which bird

will betray you. You could even betray yourself.' She laughs,

and it's wild and open, like Emily herself.

Frances looks d.qp*

but Rose is laughing

actually. Take your f;
her necklace on, as if

Frances hesitates, a

pocket. 'I'11 consider

'Oh, cheer up, Fra
like this, I'11be force

of Emilyt eyes are cr

beneath the surface.

'Can you both st,

Frances lets go of t}
sweaty palms down ,

and then crosses her

notebook peeks out fi

stains on her fingen
word the fortune-tel-l

Rose covers the dis

and wraps an arm arc

that her short black k
woman was just mes

'Bttt rnurder, Rose!

Emily rolls her er-r

She bites off each wr

of apple, and with R
golden glow, Frances

characters. And in far

fate, you listen.

Emily and Rose ear

continue to browse tt



t

J! se 'mou relernb ere s8urql lnq'rre3 erll esl.org ol enurluor

pue ure8e sur.re 6serueqJo ouo eTet qlee eso)I pue (1lurf,

'uelsq no('ete;
.rnod nol. sfler qrrr^\ e uorlla 'sepl drre3 uI puv 'sJelf,ererlf,

alet-Kxe111e er,l.eqr3r se slooJ dlueppns seruer{ 'a.o13 ueplo8

s,,(1Fui1 pue s{ool ellrll6. raous s6eso)I qrr^t. pue 'e1dde 3o
eoard dsr.rc e elrl oruelues eqt ur prol$. qr€e go selrq erls

,'oC 'tI 'tef iserue^rg (pseuoq qO, 'seLe req s11o: .(1lurf,

,iteqr e.rou8r t.uef I ieso)I 'nptnw tng,

,'nod qtr.rra. tursseur lsnf seaa. uturol\
r€ql1ulqr I, '1eeqo .sefuer{ seqsnrg qoq >ll€lg uoqs leq lrql
q8noue osolf, s.erls 'sreplnoqs req punorerrrJe ue sde.rzrr pue

'seprrts iltr o,tt't urruegt ueel.leq eruelsrp eql sJelof, eso1
'PIes rellel-sunuoJ oqr Pror\,

droae u^^.op Surlqqrros dleo.rsg tuo5 sretug rorl uo surels

1ur ro8 s.eqs pue 'telcod uDIs req ruo.rJ tno slaod {ooqolou
e.rnterurur rerl Jo elSuerer eql 'srure rorl sessoJr uer{t pue

'Euueert s.eqs unls uouof, eldrurs eql u^.op supd dlesans

sedrrur eqs 'lprl B 01 seruor pue ueqt 3o oE stel seruer{

.isea1 reqr Ldaerr 
^4.orl 

EurrouSr dors qroq nod ue3,
'efEJrns eqr qlesueg

Eullqqnq sr qEnq rerltoue JI s? 'peseerr ere se.(e s,,(yrug 3o
sreuror eqa ,31esdru nol' roprnru ol perroJ og II,I 'srqt eTI
8ur1ps deel no(3I, 'sdrs ,(1lui1 .'seruerg'dn.reeqr 'qO,

.'1r fePrsuof II.I, 'relcod

uDIs rerl ur areplf,au eqr srnd d11eug pue 'selelrseq soruer{
'uorleJtsuouep urJr se 'uo eleplreu Jerl

suelseJ aso)I ,ispueq u,r-o rnol. olq eleJ rno( e1e; '.L11euce

eepr poo8 E s.tl Tulql 1 'uesru I, 'oo1 turqEnel sr eso; tnq
'turpuelsrepun etuos roJ eso)I1e dlele.redsop s{ool seruer{

'sq8ne1eq5 ,31asrnoi

PrIq rlllrl a n .ou{ r3a

pue no(:og, 'upd:
o1\a,J 'J3IEI S3lilrrtu rr
saqsep aqg 'sdes 

{.ru'

-eunuoJ arlI, '8rLrr

-se:dxe raq rnq

sqr SureLe $rrrEr{ s

eqt uo Euruesp ssp

ur seqseE 1I '{feu rar

pu? '.uoggrr E grr-s. r

erls 'ueruo poo8 r s.r1

e sdnq dpua tnq 'es

>lrrJt e 1sn[s.11 '&rsue:

te {ool ot dols tng's
rror{t urnt f,rgl'staT
ur Surrreerw 'setsrrp 1c

'lq8r-r req sulof eso)I

T
er{t rerJe Surqrdut Jo

NIUUgd NlIISIUXufcE_;'.



HO\v TO SOLVE YOUR Ov/N MURDER

the day has been stuffed with cotton wool. The sun is still

blazing, and ale still fows from kegs in pop-up tents. The

air is sticky with burnt tofGe and the faint smell of smoke,

but Frances' footfalls have become heavy and purposeful.

IJnder her breath, she repeats her fortune again and again,

until it's burned into her memory.

Your future contains dry bones. Your slow dembe begins right

when you hold the queen in the palm of one hand. Beware the bird,

for it will betray you. Andfrom that, there's no coming back. But

daughters are the key to justice,find the right one and keep her close.

All signs point toward your murder

It's such an unlikely prediction that she should laugh. But

those words have planted a seed in Frances' mind, and small

but toxic roots are already spreading through her.

The three girls make the best oftheir afternoon, and soon

the laughter isn't so forced. The jokes and gossip and little
things that decorate their friendship creep back in. At six-

teeh, ups and downs are as natural as breathing, and these

three girls have breathed deeper than most.

But if anything is unlucky for them, it's the number

three. Because in a year's time, they won't be three friends

any longer. One of the girls will disappear, and it won't be

Frances Adams.

There will be an open file with the local detective, the

only evidence in a small plastic bag stapled to a missing

persons report that's far shorter than it should be. A small

silver chain, with a tiny bird clinging to it.
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HOU/ TO SOLVE YOUR O\x/N MURDER

'Good call. Also, I don't think she's allowed to knock

down walls in that house, we don't even own it.'
'That's a good enough reason then. And I imagine she's

on one of her design rampages, with her private exhibition

at the Tate looming.'

I wince. Mum's a painter - quite a famous and successful

one, actually. Or she was, until interest in her work dried

up. Unfortunately, this career slump coincided with the

loss of the fortune she made from her earlier work, so most

of my lift we've walked a fine line between living like

squatters and being frugal because it's bohemian and arty.

'I mean, Mum's design rampages will keep me from end-

lessly checking my empty inbox, so I'm actually on board

with whatever she wants me to do. I have a backpack fulI of
paint swatches and lots of pent-up frustration. I'm ready to

tackle this basement. Except for the spiders, those all have

your name on them.'

Aw, my very own army of spiders,'Jenny coos. Just what

I've always wanted.' She pauses for a beat, as if she's con-

sidering her next words carefully. 'Why is an empty inbox

bothering you? Have you sent out more writing?'

Jenny's been my best friend since we were nine. Last

month I was made redundant from my low-paying offtce

job, and she stepped up as the perfect mix of shoulder-to-

cry-on and motivational-life-coach. She made a great case

for me using this as an opportunity to follow my dreams and

pursue a-cereer writing murder mysteries, because not every

struggling writer has a mum with an eight-bedroom house

in central London who'lIlet you live rent-free in exchange

for help with oddjobs.
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HO\v TO SOLVE YOUR Ov/N MURDER

up to you, and the kid's mum is beaming at it and assuming

you'Il find it.lust as cute as she does? But the toddler's got a

gooey nose and old food stuck to its clothes?'

'IJgh, yea.h.'

'I'm that kid's mum, and I'vejust sent it out into the world

with a gooey nose thinking people will see it the same way

I do.'

'So wipe its face. Introduce it to people when it's cleaner.'

'Yeah, I think that's what editing is for.'

I hearJenny suck in a breath on the other end of the line.

'Annie, are you telling me you sent a book out to literary

agents and you didn't even edit it?' Jenny laughs long and

hard, and it's inGctious. I can't help it, I'm smiling broadly

as I turn onto Tregunter Road.

'I just got so excited!' I wheeze, letting a laugh escape. 'I
did a thing, you know? I wrote many words, and they all

culminated with THE END.'
'Yes. And I'm proud of you. But I think you should at

least let mercadit before you send it out to any more agents.'

'What? No!'' 'If you won't let me read it, why are you sending it out to

strangers?'

'Hanging up now, I'm nearly at the house.' I shuffl.e to the

end of the road, whereJenny is sitting on the steps waiting

for me.

Mum's house sits miserably at the end of a posh row of
terraces like Halloween attending a garden party. I wave to

Jenny as she dusts offher chic skirt and runs a hand through

her long black hair. Her fashion sense is impeccable, and I
smooth a hand down my voluminous summer dress and
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HOu/ TO SOLVE YOUR OIWN MURDER

And even though it was just Mum and me, it's always been a

hrppy placeto be. I think I'mjust grateful thatJenny shows

up when I call her, even when the call isjust something like,

Hey, uant to clean out an old basement with me?

'No problem,'Jenny replies. 'And you already did the hard

bit last week, right?'
'Ugh, don't remind me- There were so many boxes and

trunks. And the removal men I hired were complete cowboys,

they just threw everything into their van. I think I heard

glass shatter on a Gw occasions. But I signed my name on the

dotted line and had it all shipped over to Great Aunt Frances'

weird mansion in Dorset. I hope she doesn't get too arlgry

when a bunch of her old;unk shows up unexpectedly, but

Mum is insistent on converting the basement into a studio.'

'Frances is the aunt who technically owns this house,

right?'
'That's the one.'

'Why haven't I heard more about her? Or met her?'Jen-

ny's voice is open, but there's a small hint of a sting to it,

as if she suspects I ve left her out of something important.
'Don't take it personally,' I say. 'I've never met her either.

Apparently she doesn't like London, or travelling. And she's

so wealthy that she doesn't bother with checking up on this

place. I think she even sends Mum a bit ofmoney each week.

It's sort of silly and old-fashioned, like a weekly allowance

from a parent, but Mum's not too proud to take it. Once I
asked Mum why Great Aunt Frances sends money, and she

just brushed it off and shrugged.'

'Huh,';enny says, and I can see her chewing on all this new

information, not ready to let it go. 'This sounds macabre,

but what happens wh
kick you guys out?'

'Nope, Mum is set

forJenny's reaction, b

best friend of sixteen

And I wasn't keepinl

honestly never c2menonesily never c2me

that my default menr

I forget she exists u

through all her old s

ButJennyjust whi
she says, rolling her

like somethins that

eyes sweep over the e

plaster sti1l lingering
would take one look
here and determine t}
be wrong though rn<

fortune. She'd neyer s

around the house thor
'In here!'Mumt vo

deep in the back of th
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dust sheets for the fo<
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